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Microbiomes in female reproductive tract linked to pregnancy following use of ART

 

 

 

News Medical LIFESCIENCE | 9 December 2022 

Various beneficial bacteria reside in the female reproductive tract; however, their role in reproductive

function remains unclear. A new JBRA Assisted Reproduction study examines the outcomes of assisted

reproductive technology (ART) and reports that specific microbial profiles were associated with better

conception rates. ART is assuming a larger role in today’s world, where infertility is becoming more

common in certain countries for several different reasons. However, multiple factors affect the outcome of

ART, including reproductive tract infections. The vaginal microbiome consists of several beneficial

bacteria such as Lactobacillus. When these bacteria are reduced in number, accompanied by an increase

in anaerobes like Gardnerella vaginalis, bacterial vaginosis (BV) may arise. BV affects almost 20% of

infertile women and can be caused by both G. vaginalis and Atopobium vaginae. 

 

 

South Africa plans to legalize sex work in a bid to tackle crime against women and
HIV infections

https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=72d7614ab973e486252cafb97&id=094deaee72
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CBS News | 9 December 2022 

South Africa on Friday said it would decriminalize sex work, hoping to tackle high levels of crime against

women in a country with one of the world's highest HIV caseloads. The sale and purchase of sexual

services will no longer be treated as a crime under proposed legislation put forward by the justice ministry.

According to advocacy groups there are over 150,000 sex workers in the country. "It is hoped that

decriminalization will minimize human rights violations against sex workers," Justice Minister Ronald

Lamola told a press briefing. 

 

 

An open letter to us girls who still shoulder much of the HIV burden in South Africa 

 

 

 

Spotlight | 9 December 2022 

Dear Adolescent girl, I understand you. I grew up in a house full of people, a tar road littered with

potholes, and often no electricity or water for days on end. I am a township girl. Growing up, I remember

feeling that there were no role models I could look up to – no guidance that could help me navigate the

way from childhood into young adulthood. Adolescent girl, I understand your frustrations and I am here to

tell you we need to be our own role models and empower ourselves and our friends with knowledge and

skills to live healthy and fulfilled lives. Young women in South Africa continue to be at risk with high rates

of adolescent pregnancy, HIV, sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and rights violations such as gender-

based violence. 

 

 

Forced sterilisation of HIV + women, high black maternal deaths and GBVF . . .

connecting the dots 

https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2022/12/09/an-open-letter-to-us-girls-who-still-shoulder-much-of-the-hiv-burden-in-south-africa/
https://www.news24.com/drum/news/local/forced-sterilisation-of-hiv-women-high-black-maternal-deaths-and-gbvf-connecting-the-dots-20221209


 

 

 

Drum | 9 December 2022 

History repeats itself when we do not learn from it. This is why the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

was adopted in 1948, following the atrocities of war experienced by the world. Torture, maiming, raping -

these were some of the evils experienced by civilians and prisoners of war who simply became statistics

as nation fought nation. Now, more than seven decades later, South African women – and women of

colour around the globe – find themselves fighting for the human right to not be tortured. 

 

 

Ending the “triple threat” of early pregnancies, new HIV infections and sexual

violence among adolescent girls and young women 

 

 

Reliefweb | 10 December 2022 

A single act of sexual violence against women and girls can result in HIV infections and other sexually

transmitted diseases resulting in shame, fear and trauma. However, for adolescent girls and young

women (AGYW), sexual violence can also result in early pregnancy and childbearing, which carries its

own stigma. Globally, girls between 15 to 24 years of age have HIV infection rates twice as high as

adolescent boys of the same age, accounting for 22 percent of all new HIV infections, and 31 percent of

all new infections occurring in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

Breast cancer: Estrogen-blocking drugs reduce mortality rates in high-risk women 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/botswana/ending-triple-threat-early-pregnancies-new-hiv-infections-and-sexual-violence-among-adolescent-girls-and-young-women
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/breast-cancer-estrogen-blocking-drugs-reduce-mortality-risk-high-risk-women


 

 

Medical News Today | 12 December 2022 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)Trusted Source, women with a strong

family history of breast cancer or inherited BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene mutations, have an increased risk of

getting breast cancer. A 2021 studyTrusted Source concluded that women with estrogen receptor-positive

(ER-positive) breast cancer are at high risk of breast cancer recurrence for up to 32 years after initial

diagnosis. In ER-positive breast cancer, the tumor cells have receptors for the hormone estrogen, which

fuels the growth of the tumor. 

  

 

HIV treatment in South Africa is changing — here are seven things you need to know 

 

  

 

Daily Maverick | 12 December 2022

The HIV drug dolutegravir is the star of new treatment guidelines from the government and the Southern

African HIV Clinicians’ Society. From 2023 it will be the go-to drug in all treatment plans — for infants,

children and pregnant women.

 

 

15 000 young women test positive for HIV 

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-12-12-hiv-treatment-in-south-africa-is-changing-here-are-seven-things-you-need-to-know/
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South Coast Herald | 13 December 2022 

“Old men must stop destroying the nation through the sexual exploitation of young girls,” said KwaZulu-

Natal Health MEC, Nomagugu Simelane. The MEC said this a trend that is largely responsible for the

province’s growing rate of HIV and sexually-transmitted infections among girls aged between 15 and 24. 

 

  

SA's birth control stock shortage a major setback for women's reproductive health

rights 

 

 

 

Bizcommunity | 13 December 2022 

Depo Provera, an injectable, is the most widely used and easy to administer contraceptive in public

facilities across South Africa, and the ongoing stockouts leave many women who depend on it at a loss,

without alternatives. This is the warning from Indira Govender of Rural Doctors Association of Southern

Africa, and founding member of the Stop Stockouts Project (SSP). Govender was speaking at The Rural

Health Advocacy Project's release of a new report Health System Strengthening Post-Covid-19 on 12

December in Sandton. The report drives home the degree to which medicine and vaccine stocks in rural

primary health care facilities have been compromised due to the supply-chain disruptions caused by the

Covid-19 lockdowns. 

 

 

If Priced Right, Long-Acting Injectable Cabotegravir Could Reduce Spread of HIV

 

ContagionLive | 13 December 2022 

A reasonably-priced long-acting injectable cabotegravir could substantially reduce new HIV infection

across low- and middle-income countries, according to a  paper published  in  The Lancet HIV.

Investigators from South Africa created a model of economic evaluation and analysis in order to determine

the incremental cost-effectiveness of long-acting injectable cabotegravir compared with tenofovir

https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/148/234418.html
https://www.contagionlive.com/view/if-priced-right-long-acting-injectable-cabotegravir-could-reduce-spread-of-hiv
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(22)00251-X/fulltext


disoproxil fumarate and emtricitabine in South Africa. The study authors explained that long-acting

injectable cabotegravir is taken every 2 months and is shown to be more effective at preventing HIV

compared to daily oral tenofovir disoproxil fumarate and emtricitabine. 

 

 

Open letter to young women: Sex education is everything — so stop shouldering so

much of the HIV burden 

 

 

 

Daily Maverick (Spotlight OpEd) | 13 December 2022

Meaningful, comprehensive sex education is an important lever in ensuring that girls and young women

are fully empowered to exercise their sexual and reproductive health rights. Thanks to a lack of it, many

South African young women and girls lack bodily autonomy.

 

  

“The stigma is real but it won’t stop us”: HIV-positive mothers put their children’s health first in

Nigeria 

 

 

 

Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance | 13 December 2022 

In Mushin, Lagos State, mothers living with HIV are not letting their status and stigma deny their children

full immunisation coverage. 

 

 

A peer-facilitated psychological group intervention for perinatal women living with

HIV and depression in Tanzania-Healthy Options: A cluster-randomized controlled

trial 

 

PLOS Medicine | 13 December 2022 

Perinatal women living with HIV (PWLH) have a greater risk of depression compared to other women;

however, there are limited specialized mental health services available to them. We aimed to determine

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-12-13-open-letter-to-young-women-sex-education-is-everything-so-stop-shouldering-so-much-of-the-hiv-burden/
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/stigma-real-it-wont-stop-us-hiv-positive-mothers-put-their-childrens-health-first
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1004112


whether a stepped-care intervention facilitated by trained lay providers can improve mental health

outcomes postpartum for PWLH. 

 

 

Recent physical, sexual intimate partner violence associated with recent HIV

acquisition 

 

 

Healio Infectious Disease | 13 December 2022 

Women who experienced physical or sexual intimate partner violence, or both, in the past year were more

likely to acquire HIV and less likely to be virally suppressed, according to a study published in The Lancet

HIV.

 

 

Long-term immune response to SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccination similar in pregnant

people Subscribe to the Health Systems Trust Bulletin 

 

 

 

News Medical Lifescience | 14 December 2022 

The long-term immune response to SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccination was similar in pregnant individuals

compared with non-pregnant individuals of reproductive age, according to a study by investigators at Weill

Cornell Medicine and NewYork-Presbyterian. The similarity in protection is noteworthy, given that

pregnancy alters the immune system, and potentially the response to vaccination. The findings, published

Nov. 2 in the American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology MFM, add further support to current

recommendations for SARS-CoV-2 vaccination at any point during pregnancy, including booster doses

after the initial two-dose series, to help protect pregnant people from severe COVID-19. The researchers

also found that SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccination during pregnancy transferred protection to unborn

babies, an essential benefit since babies must be at least six months old to receive their first COVID-19

https://www.healio.com/news/infectious-disease/20221213/recent-physical-sexual-intimate-partner-violence-associated-with-recent-hiv-acquisition
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20221214/Long-term-immune-response-to-SARS-CoV-2-mRNA-vaccination-similar-in-pregnant-people.aspx


vaccination. 

 

 

OPINION | Inequalities prevent the end of AIDS 

 

 

 

News24 | 14 December 2022 

The effects of gender inequalities result in women and girls continuing to be  disproportionately

affected  by HIV, accounting for 63% of the region's new HIV infections in 2021 and 66% of new HIV

infections in South Africa. Key populations are also adversely affected, comprising 46% of new infections

in 2021. The impact on children is of grave concern. Fifty-two percent of children living with HIV who are

not on treatment compared to 76% of adults.  
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